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Sam Garnet 

• Born in 1923 

• Jewish Canadian 

• 16 when the war 
started 

• He got married when 
he was 18.  

• Joined the air force 

• Served in the army 
until the war was over 



Childhood 

• His childhood was affected 
by the fact that he was 
Jewish.  

• His parents divorced when 
he was just 12 years old.  

• He worked as a linotype 
operator for three years (16-
18), and spent 8 hours a day, 
reading and setting type. 



The War 

• Sam Garnet knew what the 
war was about since he was 
a linotype operator. He had 
been reading about it for the 
past three years he had been 
working.  

• When a journalist wrote 
badly about the Germans, he 
would show the article to his 
German friend.  

http://www.old-
picture.com/american-history-
1900-
1930s/pictures/Compositors-
Linotype.jpg 



Jazz Age 

• He was a zoot suitor. He 
would often go dancing a 
lot and spent every nickel 
he had to spend it at 
dancing.  

• He thought that he was 
going to be a zombie when 
he went to sign up in the air 
force with his zoot suit on.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/File:Zoot_suit_yoku
m.JPG 



Reasons why he joined the Air Force 

• He didn’t want to get involved in Trench 
Warfare, and the equipment the army had to 
carry around was heavier than himself. 

• He had a choice of joining the Navy but the Air 
Force sign up center was closer to his house.  







Training 
• He spent 8 months in Calgary 

during the summer, and went to 
NASA during the winter time.  

• He also spent nine months in 
wireless school. (He did 33 
letters, no mistake) and he was 
the 66 entry of the Canadian 
Wireless School.  

• He was really close with the 
friends he made, and he would 
also often write to their parents. 

• He didn’t get his commission 
when he graduated like others, 
he got it during the war.  



Up in the air 

• The skipper (Charlie) liked Sam’s voice so he 
made him the mid operator when their 
aircraft was being attacked by the enemies.  

• He was scared out of his mind, but he kept his 
voice steady and they survived.  

• The Coastal Command wasn’t dangerous as 
the other guys, they didn’t really have to sink 
U-Boats.  



Free Time 

• Since he was a married man, others treated 
him like the old man of the group. They would 
give him money to bank.  

• He would often go dancing during his free 
time or go to the intelligence library.  

• He also wrote letters to his family everyday, 
and when he missed a day or something, he 
would fake it and cheat.  



While staying in England 

• Al the girls in Scotland wanted to dance with him 
since he was a good dancer.  

• He also met a rabbi from Winnipeg who was 
really nice. The rabbi would go and visit a Jewish 
kid if the boy was all alone.  

• He also knew that he was going to be a father 
soon. So when the baby was due, he told the girl 
on the wireless shack to open all the telegram 
that was sent to him, and to send him b or a g to 
let him know the gender of the baby. He received 
a b in the air.  



Bornholm Island and Midget 
Submarines 

• He was in Coastal Command Squadron 547. Near 
the end of the war, he was chasing submarines all 
over the world  

• He also had to go to Bornholm Island to get rid of 
the midget Submarines the Germans started to 
invent in the Island.  

• He flew over Norway and went to Sweden, the 
Swedish fired at the airplanes. (Sweden was a 
neutral country, they had the right to fire at 
airplanes that flew over their country)  

 



Friends 

• His friends in town didn’t join the air force, 
since there was no conscription.  

• He mad a lot of friends during the war. He 
especially had two friends who he was really 
close to, he lost contact with one of them 
after they received a ‘Dear John’ letter from 
their girl friend.  

• He still connects with some of them.  





D-Day 

• The day before the D-Day operation, the planes 
had three white stripes painted on them.  

• He patrolled around the Bay of Biscay. His job was 
to make sure that the allied ships don’t sink 
during the arrival.  

• No allied ships were sank during the operation.  

• Their air force sank over fourteen U-Boats in the 
first two weeks.  

 



After the war 

• It was exciting for him to come back to Canada.  
• He came back to Canada in August. Even though 

he had a chance to go to a University free, or get 
a land, he took the 600 dollars they sent him and 
bought a fridge.  

• When he came back after the war, he was a 
father. It was exciting, but he also felt 
responsible. He didn’t know how to be a father 
since nobody taught him.  

• His baby had red hair, which was weird because 
nobody else in his family had red hair.  
 



Important Moments of the Interview 

• Every words Mr. Garnet has told us were all so 
memorable. They all were fascinating stories 
and interesting. Everything he told us are all 
important, but if I have to choose at least one, 
I would say it was when he told us about his 
childhood, and how he already knew what the 
war was about and joined the air force. I think 
it was very brave of him to join even after 
knowing all about the war.  



Oral History Project 

 “By interviewing at least one veteran, you can preserve 
memories that otherwise might be lost”, this is a quote 
said by Spencer Bachus, an American politician.  
 Oral histories are stories that living individuals tell about 
their pasts, or about the pasts of other people. 
Interviewing a veteran is not a job or homework, it is an 
opportunity. People who interview the veterans will have 
the opportunity to listen to their stories alive; they’ll be 
able to hear how they felt fighting. Valuable information 
can be obtained from listening to the veterans. Also, 
listening to stories from people who actually experienced 
them will be much more interesting unlike history 
textbooks. The Oral History project will be help both the 
students and the veterans.  
 



“It looked like you could walk across 
the channel” – Sam Garnet 


